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I remember just sitting there in shock. Just a few days before, 
the doctors had thought my 3-year-old daughter, Tamra, was 
having minor stomach issues or maybe pneumonia. To be on the 
safe side, we were admitted to the children’s hospital for further 
testing and a CT scan. On February 14, 2014, Tamra’s medical 
team sat us down and told us that our baby girl had a Germ Cell 
Tumor. I never in a million years would have thought it could be 
cancer. We were devastated. 

Because the tumor was so close to her heart, Tamra was 
immediately referred to Atlanta to begin chemotherapy and 
radiation. We spent the first month and a half living out of a 
hospital room, 100 miles from home and eating out every meal. 
We realized very quickly what a huge financial burden this was 
going to be on our family. 

Through a mutual friend, we were introduced to Jay’s HOPE.  
They have blessed us with gas cards for the 200-mile roundtrip 
drive and food cards to help with meals. It has been a huge help 
since Tamra has treatment every 4 weeks that requires a 6-day 
stay in the hospital. 

Cindy Gaskins was also there to help walk me through everything 
Tamra and our family was facing. It’s good to be able to go 
to somebody who can relate to what you are going through. 
Jay’s HOPE is an awesome support system. From financial and 
emotional support to activities for the entire family, we know we 
are not alone in this battle. 

Before all this happened, I knew that childhood cancer existed, 
but I was not fully aware until it happened to my child. Jay’s 
HOPE is really the only organization in the local area that offers 
this kind of support to families like ours. There are so many 
children affected by this disease right here in our community. 
Jay’s HOPE is making a difference and needs your help. If you 
can give, no matter how much, it would touch so many lives. 

Meet Tamra, Age 3
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Go the distance for our Jay's HOPE kiddos!
By joining our monthly pledge program, you will be helping our families as 

they travel to treatment. From gas and lodging to food and car repairs, 
together we will stand in the gap and give HOPE!

Visit our website at JaysHOPE.org/donate and sign 
up today! For as little as $10 a month, you will bring 

HOPE to local children and families battling cancer.

Tamra 
travels 200 

miles to 
treatment


